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posed of vanity and suspicions. He asserts that there is a
universal plot against him, composed of the jphilosoyTies,
clergy, Ms own friends and everybody else, headed by the
French government, and supported at great expense; and
that the whole world is sworn to keep a profound secret
from him all that is said against him, though by somebody's
perjury he knows it all; and moreover the plot is proved by
one of the interlocutors of the Dialogue allowing it to be true.
Lord Harcourt himself allows it is a very odd book and
certainly Rousseau's, and yet I think is sorry it is.

If the clergy, and jpMosopto, and French administration
can all unite in any one point, there is a little more art in
France than in England.

June 2.

I have this minute received your letter, but cannot satisfy
your curiosity. I know, nor shall know more of Eodney's
story or Mr. Strutt's9 than I, and consequently you, can see
in the papers. I have done with London for this season,
and have no correspondent there, and shall seldom visit it.
My days are drawing to a conclusion, and I wish to pass
them with as little pain as I can and with as little vexation,
consequently politics can but disturb them. You tell me
that of two extreme evils, one must10. . . I own that is not
my opinion. I think we shall dwindle into an insignificant
single island, and in which stupidity may at last settle into
despotism; but I think there is not only not spirit, but not
sense enough anywhere to bring the contest to an immediate
decision; and since we have neither wisdom nor virtue left,
I hope not, for I am convinced that only the few good men
amongst us would be the victims. I shall go to Malvera in
July for a month or six weeks, and visit Nuneham in autumn
if I am well enough. Adieu.

9 John Strait, M.P. for Maldon.                      10 MS, torn,th a French fleet under     vented him from gaining any ad-
